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Status 

1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 05 March 2004 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)l3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) H Claim(s) 1^28 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 1-19 and 24-28 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 3 Claim(s) 2f>23 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)Q The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)13 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)l3 All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .13 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3.D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election with traverse of Group III in Paper dated March 5, 2004 is 
acknowledged. The traversal is on the ground(s) that the apparatus uses a hot-melt, 
Group I and III are related and a search of all inventions can be made without a serious 
burden. This is not found persuasive because an apparatus is not dependent upon the 
material worked on and it would be a burden to search all Groups since this would 
require a search in three different classes since products, methods and apparatuses are 
classified in a different class/subclasses. 

The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 
Drawings 

2. All of Figures 3 and 4 should be designated by a legend such as -Prior Art- 
because only that which is old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). A proposed 
drawing correction or corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office action to 
avoid abandonment of the application. The objection to the drawings will not be held in 
abeyance. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 20-23 are objected to because of the following informalities: Claims 20- 
23 should be referred to as either a product, composite or article since the body of the 
claim describes an article and the claim is not drawn to "A composition" as recited. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(bl the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this county, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the united 
States. 

5. Claim 23 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(B) as being anticipated by the 
applicant's discussion of the prior art. 

From figures 3(a)-(c) the prior art teaches a glass layer 1 1 hot-melt adhesively 
bonded 12 to a cloth layer 13 which is the same materials disclosed and recited in claim 
22 for the first and second members. The examiner did not include claims 20-22 in this 
rejection since it recites that the first member has at least one thinner portion formed 
therein. 

6. Claims 20-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by either 
JP 06-184891 orSchmoock. 

Both references teach two members bonded with a hot-melt adhesive wherein 
the first member has at least one thinner portion than the rest of the first member. Refer 
to figures 1 and 3 in Schmoock that discloses a first leather or paper member 2 that has 
a profiled surface 4 (i.e. some portions are thinner than others) bonded to a resin layer 
1 1 or 13 using a hot-melt adhesive layer 3 along with column 3, lines 48-68, column 4, 
lines 1-17 and 43-65, column 5, lines 17-41, column 6, lines 37-65, column 8, lines 29- 
63 and column 9, lines 1-17. In JP 06-184891 a first decorative resin object layer 1 
containing a concave profile (i.e. one part is thinner than the other) has a hot-melt 
adhesive 4 thereon which is used to then bond this structure to a cloth covering layer 5. 
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Refer to the Figures, Example section and claims 4 and 6 in the machine translation 
supplied by the examiner. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Donald Loney whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
1493. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri. 8AM-4PM, maxi-flex 
schedule. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Harold Pyon can be reached on 571 272-1498. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). I y 




Donald Loney 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1772 



DJL:D. Loney 
05/31/04 



